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SUBJECT:U.S. CANDIDATE FOR UNICEF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

REF: STATE 104348 

1 . CURRICULUM VITAE MENTIONED PARA 3 REFTEL FOR 
PRESENTATION TO GOVERNMENT FOLLOWS: 

JAMES P. GRANT 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

JAMES P. GRANT HAS BEEN THE PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER OF THE OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL SINCE ITS 
ESTABLISHMENT IN EARLY 1969. HE BROUGHT TO THIS NON- 
PROFIT CENTER FOR STUDY, RESEARCH, ANALYSIS AND EDUCATION 
NEARLY 20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WITH DEVELOPMENT ISSUES 
IN LOW INCOME COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY THOSE IN ASIA AND 
THE MIDDLE EAST. HE IS THE AUTHOR OF NUMEROUS ARTICLES 
ON DEVELOPMENT AND ON GLOBAL ISSUES, AND A FREQUENT 
WITNESS BY INVITATION BEFORE COMMITTEES OF THE UNITED 
STATES CONGRESS. 

HOW EXTENSIVE HAS JIM GRANT'S EXPERIENCE BEEN WITH 
DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION? VERY EXTENSIVE-HIS BROAD AND 

VARIED BACKGROUND IN DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION BEGAN IN 
1946 WHEN AT THE AGE OF 24 HE WAS APPOINTED BY THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 
MISSION IN CHINA AS ITS NORTH CHINA SPECIAL REPRESENTA- 
TIVE WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADMINISTERING ITS SUB- 
STANTIAL RELIEF AND REHABILITATION PROGRAM IN THE 
COMMUNIST-HELD AREAS OF NORTH CHINA DURING THE HEIGHT 
OF THE CHINESE CIVIL WAR. DESIGNATED UNRRA'S SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE BECAUSE OF HIS WORKING RELATIONS WITH 
HIGH NATIONALIST AND COMMUNIST OFFICIALS ESTABLISHED 
WHILE SERVING AS AN ASSISTANT TO GENERAL GEORGE C. 
MARSHALL ON HIS PEACEMAKING MISSION TO CHINA AND HIS 
CHINESE BACKGROUND AND LANGUAGE CAPABILITY, HIS 
RESPONSIBILITIES ENCOMPASSED A WIDE VARIETY OF PROGRAMS 
FROM MILK DISTRIBUTION TO TRACTOR PROJECTS AS WELL AS 
NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE TRANSIT OF TRUCK AND BARGE CONVOYS 
OF UNRRA GOODS ACROSS WARRING LINES INTO THE COMMUNIST 
AREAS (TWO OF THE COMMUNIST OFFICIALS WITH WHOM HE 
WORKED MOST CLOSELY AT THE TIME, MARSHALL YEH CHIEN YING 
AND HUANG HUA, ARE NOW MINISTERS OF DEFENSE AND FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS RESPECTIVELY). 

GRANT’S DEEP INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT IN COMPREHENSIVE 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT DATES BACK TO 1949 AND 1950 WHEN HE 
SERVED AS THE ACTING EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE SINO- 
AMERICAN JOINT COMMISSION ON RURAL RECONSTRUCTION (JCRR) 
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DURING ITS FORMATIVE STAGE. LED BY A CHINESE-CHAIRED 
COMMISSION OF THREE CHINESE AND TWO AMERICANS. THE JCRR 
HAS GAINED A WORLDWIDE REPUTATION FOR ITS WORK IN 
TAIWAN PROMOTING LAND REFORM, FARMERS ASSOCIATIONS AND 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN GENERAL. 

AS DIRECTOR OF THE U.S. AID MISSIONS TO SRI LANKA (1956- 
1958) AND TURKEY (1964-1967) JIM GRANT BECAME INVOLVED 
IN THE FULL GAMBIT OF DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION ACTIVITIES, 
RANGING FROM NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAMS TO 
COMPREHENSIVE MULTI-PURPOSE RIVER BASIN AND INTEGRATED 
STEEL MILL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT. HE WAS ACTIVELY 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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INVOLVED IN THE COOPERATIVE DISASTER RELIEF EFFORTS 
FOLLOWING THE MASSIVE FLOODS THAT COVERED MUCH OF 
SRI LANKA IN DECEMBER 1957 AND THE MAJOR EARTHQUAKE IN 
EASTERN TURKEY IN 1966. 

GRANT ALSO HAS BEEN DEEPLY INVOLVED WITH DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION AS SEEN FROM THE CAPITAL OF A MAJOR 
INDUSTRIAL NATION. FROM 1958 TO 1961 HE SERVED AS THE 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF AID S PREDECESSOR AGENCY, THE 
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION, WITH RESPONSI- 
BILITY FOR OVERALL PROGRAMMING AND PLANNING FOR THE 
WORLDWIDE AID ACTIVITIES OF THE UNITED STATES. HE WAS A 
MAJOR CONTRIBUTOR TO THE NEW CONCEPTS THAT LED TO THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
IN 1961 AS PRIMARILY A DEVELOPMENTAL RATHER THAN AD HOC 
ASSISTANCE AGENCY. RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PRESENTATION AND 
PASSAGE OF THE U.S. AID AGENCY'S ANNUAL PROGRAM TO 
CONGRESS IN 1959 AND 1960, HE DEVELOPED GOOD WORKING 
LINKAGES WITH BOTH PARTIES IN THE CONGRESS WHICH HAVE 
CONTINUED TO THIS DAY. 

HE HAS ALSO HAD A GOOD VIEW OF DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF THE 
DEVELOPMENT PROCESS FROM THE ACADEMIC, RESEARCH AND 
PUBLIC EDUCATION VANTAGE POINTS PROVIDED BY THE OVERSEAS 
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL OVER THE PAST EIGHT YEARS. IN 
ADDITION TO BEING A MAJOR PRODUCER OF DEVELOPMENTAL 
ANALYSES, ODC HAS EXTENSIVE LINKAGES WITH PRIVATE AND 
GOVERNMENTAL RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS AROUND THE WORLD. 
DURING THIS PERIOD HE HAS ALSO WORKED CLOSELY WITH A 
WIDE RANGE OF PRIVATE AGENCIES, INCLUDING SERVICE AS A 
COMMISSIONER OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES' COMMISSION 
ON THE CHURCHES PARTICIPATION IN DEVELOPMENT, AS VICE 
PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARDS OF A NUMBER OF PRIVATE 
VOLUNTARY AGENCIES. 
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WHAT EXPERIENCE HAS JIM GRANT HAD WITH ADMINISTRATION? 

HIS ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE IS, AS INDICATED ABOVE, 
CONSIDERABLE AND VARIED. HE HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY 
INVOLVED WITH THE LAUNCHING OF SIGNIFICANT NEW PROGRAMS 
(WITH UNRRA AND THE JCRR IN CHINA AND WITH THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF U.S. AID MISSION IN CEYLON AND THE 
OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL IN THE UNITED STATES), AND 
WITH THE DIRECT ADMINISTRATION OF LARGE PROGRAMS BOTH IN 
A DEVELOPING COUNTRY AS THE DIRECTOR OF A LARGE MISSION 
(OVER DOLLARS 200 MILLION ANNUALLY) AND IN WASHINGTON 
AS AN AID ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR RESPONSIBLE FOR A 
MAJOR BUREAU (OVER DOLLARS 600 MILLION ANNUALLY). 

TO WHAT EXTENT HAS GRANT MADE AN INTELLECTUAL AS WELL AS 
AN ADMINISTRATIVE CONTRIBUTION TO DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION? 
HE HAS MADE A SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTION; IN PART 
THROUGH AUTHORING MORE THAN TWO SCORE ARTICLES ON 
VARIOUS ASPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING IN PARTICULAR 
ARTICLES ON THE MORE EFFECTIVE ADDRESS OF HUMAN NEEDS 
AND ON RESTRUCTURING THE INTERNATIONAL ORDER. THESE 
HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED IN MAGAZINES SUCH AS FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND FOREIGN POLICY, IN NEWSPAPERS SUCH AS THE 

NEW YORK TIMES, THE WASHINGTON POST AND THE CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE MONITOR, AND IN NUMEROUS BOOKS-MOST RECENTLY 
HIS CHAPTER WITH MAHBUB UL HAQ ON "INCOME REDISTRIBUTION 
AND THE INTERNATIONAL FINANCING OF DEVELOPMENT" IN THE 
JAN TINBERGEN COORDINATED REPORT ENTITLED RESHAPING THE 
INTERNATIONAL ORDER. 

THE OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL UNDER HIS DIRECTION 
HAS DEVELOPED A SOLID REPUTATION FOR CONTRIBUTING CON- 
STRUCTIVELY TOWARD THINKING WITH RESPECT TO THE WORKINGS 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL ORDER AND TO DEVELOPMENT WITHIN 
COUNTRIES. ITS ANNUAL AGENDA FOR ACTION SERIES ASSESSING 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IS WIDELY RESPECTED AND READ 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. THE COUNCIL'S ANALYSES ON THE 
POTENTIAL FOR GREATER ATTENTION IN DEVELOPMENT TO THE 
PROBLEMS OF THE POOR MAJORITY CONTRIBUTED GREATLY TO 
THE 1973 DECISION BY THE U.S. CONGRESS TO REVAMP AND 
EXPAND THE U.S. BILATERAL DEVELOPMENT AID LEGISLATION 
IN THIS DIRECTION. 

IN 1975, THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF THE UNITED 
STATES APPOINTED JIM GRANT AS VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
STEERING COMMITTEE FOR ITS MASSIVE WORLD FOOD AND 
NUTRITION STUDY FOR THE WHITE HOUSE. INVOLVING MORE THAN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


1,000 SCIENTISTS THE REPORT IS TO BE PRESENTED TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER THIS JUNE. IN 1977 THE NATIONAL 
ACADEMY APPOINTED HIM A MEMBER OF ITS BOARD ON SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY IN DEVELOPMENT (BOSTID) AND A MEMBER OF 
ITS NEWLY-ESTABLISHED COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL HEALTH. 

WHAT EXPERIENCE HAS HE HAD WITH FUND RAISING? GRANT HAS 
HAD CONSIDERABLE EXPERIENCE WITH BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
FUND RAISING. AS NOTED EARLIER. HE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
TWO YEARS FOR SUCCESSFULLY PRESENTING AND MANAGING 
THE AID CONGRESSIONAL FUNDING REQUEST TO CONGRESS, A 
PROCESS WELL KNOWN FOR ITS MANY DIFFICULTIES. RECENTLY 
AS THE PRESIDENT OF THE OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL HE 
HAS BEEN PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE FOR RAISING THE FUNDS FROM 
SOME 50 INSTITUTIONS TO SUPPORT THE OPERATIONS OF THIS 
PRIVATE NON-PROFIT COUNCIL. HE HAS ALSO PLAYED A LEADING 
ROLE IN RAISING FUNDS FOR OTHER PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS. 
INCLUDING CURRENTLY FOR THE SOCIETY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT. 

WHAT IS THE EXTENT OF HIS EXPERIENCE WITH INTERNATIONAL 
POLITICAL ISSUES? AND WITH LEADING PERSONALITIES? HIS 
EXPERIENCE IS CONSIDERABLE AND VARIED- INCLUDING 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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SERVICE DURING THE KENNEDY YEARS AS THE SENIOR DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NEAR EAST AND SOUTH 
ASIA. HIS TRAVELS HAVE ENCOMPASSED MANY COUNTRIES OF 
LATIN AMERICA AND AFRICA AS WELL AS THE MIDDLE EAST 
AND ASIA. HE HAS A FIRST HAND ACQUAINTANCE OF CON- 
SIDERABLE DURATION WITH THE HEADS OF MANY OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL AND BILATERAL DONOR AGENCIES, WITH A 
MAJORITY OF THE SENIOR OFFICIALS IN THE NEW U.S. 
ADMINISTRATION RESPONSIBLE FOR FOREIGN AND INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC POLICY, AS WELL AS WITH A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER 
OF THIRD WORLD LEADERS, INCLUDING PARTICULARLY THOSE 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE THIRD WORLD FORUM. 

JIM GRANT HAS PARTICIPATED ACTIVELY IN MANY INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS, BEGINNING WITH HIS MEMBERSHIP 
ON THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION TO THE ECAFE MEETING IN 
INDIA IN 1956. IN 1976 THESE INCLUDED THE "PUGWASH" 
CONFERENCE IN MADRAS, THE "DARTMOUTH" CONFERENCE IN 
ARIZONA OF LEADING SOVIET AND AMERICAN CITIZENS, THE 
DISCUSSION HOSTED BY ALGERIA OF THE TINBERGEN RIO 
REPORT, AND THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN AMSTERDAM 
OF THE SOCIETY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 

WHAT ABOUT HIS FAMILY? HE IS MARRIED. WITH THREE GROWN 
SONS. ONE OF WHOM IS STILL IN COLLEGE. HIS WIFE, 

ETHEL HENCK GRANT OF SKYFOREST. CALIFORNIA, IS A 
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKER WITH WIDE EXPERIENCE IN WORKING 
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WITH CHILDREN AND MOTHERS. WORKING FOR THE PAST EIGHT 
YEARS AS A SOCIAL WORKER IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
PRIMARY SCHOOL SYSTEM, HER EXPERIENCE INCLUDES WORKING 
ON SUPPLEMENTAL FEEDING PROGRAMS IN CHINA IN THE 1940S, 
WITH FAMILY PLANNING CLINICS IN SRI LANKA IN THE 1950S, 

AND RURAL WOMEN DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN THE 1960S IN 
TURKEY. THEIR OLDEST SON, JOHN, A SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGIST, 

IS CURRENTLY ENGAGED IN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WORK IN 
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HONDURAS FOR THE SAVE THE CHILDREN FEDERATION/COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION. 

JIM GRANT’S FATHER, DR. JOHN B. GRANT, ACTIVE FOR OVER 
40 YEARS IN PUBLIC HEALTH ACTIVITIES FOR THE ROCKEFELLER 
FOUNDATION, WAS ONE OF THE WORLD'S RESPECTED LEADERS IN 
INTERNATIONAL HEALTH. HE WAS DIRECTOR OF THE FIRST 
SCHOOLS OF PUBLIC HEALTH IN BOTH CHINA AND INDIA, AND 
WORKED CLOSELY WITH BOTH THE WHO AND PAHO OVER THE 
YEARS. HIS GRANDFATHER SERVED FOR NEARLY 40 YEARS AS 
A MEDICAL MISSIONARY IN CHINA. 

SHORT FORM BIO 

JAMES GRANT HAS BEEN THE PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTVE 

OFFICER OF THE OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL SINCE ITS 
ESTABLISHMENT IN EARLY 1969. HE BROUGHT TO THIS NON- 
PROFIT CENTER FOR STUDY, RESEARCH, ANALYSIS AND 
EDUCATION, NEARLY TWENTY YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WITH 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ISSUES IN LOW-INCOME COUNTRIES, 
PARTICULARLY THOSE IN ASIA AND THE MIDDLE EAST. HE 
IS THE AUTHOR OF NUMEROUS ARTICLES ON DEVELOPMENT AND 
ON ISSUES AFFECTING U.S. RELATIONS WITH THE COUNTRIES 
OF ASIA, AFRICA, AND LATIN AMERICA, AND A FREQUENT 
WITNESS BY INVITATION BEFORE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES. 

BEFORE BEING APPOINTED TO THE COUNCIL, MR. GRANT WAS AN 
ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR OF THE AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT (AID). FROM 1964 TO 1967, HE WAS DIRECTOR 
OF THE AID PROGRAM IN TURKEY WITH THE PERSONAL RANK OF 
MINISTER. 

MR. GRANT WAS DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
NEAR EAST AND SOUTH ASIAN AFFAIRS FROM 1962 TO 1964. 

DURING THE THREE PREVIOUS YEARS HE WAS A DEPUTY TO THE 
DIRECTOR OF AID S PREDECESSOR, THE INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION, AND IN CHARGE OF ITS 
WORLDWIDE PROGRAMMING AND PLANNING. IN ADDITION TO 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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HIS WORK IN TURKEY, HIS OVERSEAS ASSIGNMENTS INCLUDE 
SERVICE AS DIRECTOR OF THE UNITED STATES AID MISSION 
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TO CEYLON (1956-1958), REGIONAL LEGAL COUNSEL RESIDENT 
IN NEW DELHI FOR U.S. AID PROGRAMS FOR SOUTH ASIA 
(1954-1956), AND EXPERIENCE IN CHINA, FIRST WITH THE 
UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 
(1946-1947) AND THEN FROM 1948 TO 1950 AS ACTING 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY TO THE SINO-AMERICAN JOINT 
COMMISSION ON RURAL RECONSTRUCTION. 

MR. GRANT WAS BORN IN CHINA IN 1922. HE RECEIVED A BA 
FROM BERKELEY IN 1943 AND A DOCTOR OF JURISPRUDENCE 
FROM HARVARD UNIVERSITY IN 1951. HE WAS IN THE UNITED 
STATES ARMY FROM 1943 TO 1945, WITH THE FINAL RANK 
OF CAPTAIN, AND SERVED IN COMBAT GROUND FORCES IN BURMA 
AND CHINA. FROM 1951 TO 1954, HE WAS A LAW ASSOCIATE 
WITH COVINGTON AND BURLING IN WASHINGTON.D.C. 

MR. GRANT SERVES AS A DIRECTOR OF A NUMBER OF ORGANIZA- 
TIONS INVOLVED WITH DEVELOPMENT ISSUES, INCLUDING NEW 
DIRECTIONS, THE COMMISSION ON THE CHURCHES' PARTICIPA 
TION IN DEVELOPMENT OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, 
THE INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTARY SERVICES, THE PAN AMERICAN 
DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION, THE INSTITUTE OF CURRENT WORLD 

AFFAIRS, AND THE FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION. HE IS 
THE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND IS THE VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE WORLD FOOD 
AND NUTRITION STUDY FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES; HE IS ALSO 
A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES BOARD ON SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL HEALTH OF THE U.S. INSTITUTE 
OF MEDICINE. 

HE RESIDES IN WASHINGTON, DC, WITH HIS WIFE, THE FORMER 
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ETHEL HENCK AND HAS THREE CHILDREN. 

CHRISTOPHER 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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